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Lesson 1

Most Mixtec letters are pronounced the same as the English letters.
That means you can already read many words in Mixtec. Read the

following words:




Lesson 1

Read these words:

kuni
nina

nani

isu
kama
flani
yuva

saa

Write the following words in English :

yesterday
purely, only

while

ugly

deer

quick

a boy’s brother
greens

bird

itu
leso
tutu
kolo
minu
nani
ita

leka

Note: There are some letters in
English that we don’t use in Mixtec
except in words borrowed from
Spanish. These are: b (in Mixtec we
always use ‘v’ and not ‘b’),

¢, h (except in the combination ‘ch’),

d (except in the combination ‘nd’),

fgijqw,z

corn or corn field




Lesson 1

Choose the Mixtec word that has the same meaning as the

English word and write it on the line:

deer isu kama
ugly ini
quick leka
yesterday isu
inside tika
cricket kuni
a boy’s brother fiani
bag kini

Read these sentences:

Satuvi Sara kanika.

eme,




Lesson 1

Solve this crossword puzzle using words from this lesson.

Puzzle #1

Across Down

2. Little bug that jumps in the grass. Animal that flies.

4. Graceful animal with antlers. . We write on this.
5. Something we use to carry things.

9. If a boy has a brother, he is his ___. - Hippity-hops through the grass.

. When we’re in a hurry, we go really

. Something that’s not beautiful is

1
2
3
8. Place where we grow corn and beans., 4 Blooms and blossoms!
5
6
7

. The day before today.

*The answers to this crossword are in the back of the book.



Lesson 2

In this lesson we are going to learn how to write tones. In Mixtec
every vowel has one or two tones. Tones are “the melody” that we use to

say words.

Tones are very important in Mixtec. In fact, some words can only

be told apart by their tone. For example:

=

XN 2
et
Y i

{

__%

yuku plant yuklG mountain yiku yoke

These three words in Mixtec are written using the same three
letters: y-u-k-u. However, since they are pronounced with different tones,

we write them with special symbols to tell them apart.



Lesson 2

1. When a vowel in a syllable has a low tone, we underline it like

this: a, ¢, i, 0, u.

"'93”2///
Il

yuchi sutu yoko

|

2. When a vowel in a syllable has a mid tone, we leave it with no

mark: a, e, i, 0, u.

3. When a vowel in a syllable has a high tone, we put an accent

7z 7

mark over the vowel: &, é, 1, 0, 4.




Lesson 2

Read the words on this page paying careful attention to the tones.

Remember that the mid tone isn’t marked.

toka
kii

iy4

nani
safid
tachi
yuvi

ini

basket

day

sour

a man’s brother
corncob

wind or spirit
mat

Inside

yuchi dust or powder
yuchi machete or knife
kufiuy day before yesterday
kufiu meat

fiufia honey

fiufiu foam

viko party or festival
viké cloud

second box. Can you tell the difference?

Notice the differences between the pairs of words in the



Lesson 2

Write the Mixtec word that goes with the picture. Pay careful

attention to writing the tone symbols. All of the words are ones you have

already seen in this lesson.




Lesson 2

Read the following sentences in Mixtec. Of the two words found
below each line, choose the one that correctly completes the sentence and

write it on the line.

kisi nuu nu'u.

( Siso, Siso )

fyo iin yachin itu Felipe.

WL (yavi, yavi )

Juan ini
( Chichi, Chichi ) (itia, itia )




Lesson 2

Let’s see how you did!

Siso kisi nua fiu'u.

( Siso, Siso )

Siso means boiling. The other word, siso, means mother- or father-in-law.

fyo iin yavi yachin itu Felipe.

(yavi, yavi )

Yavi means century plant, or maguey.

A yavi is a hole.

Chichi Juan ini itia
( Chichi, Chichi ) (itia, itia )

Chichi means bathing, chichi is a line or row.

Itia is a river, itia is grass.

10



Read this story:

N4 Jobita

Iyo iin 114 lo'o nani Jobita. Kitdo-ia
numi-iia kiti vali. Na ikdn ki'in-n4-ri, ra ndmi-

na-ri.

11

Lesson 2



Lesson 3

The apostrophe ('), which we will study in this lesson, is the
character that represents a brief pause in in the pronunciation of words.

Read the following words with this pause, also called a glottal stop.

ve'e

nu'u

Notice the difference between words that are written with an

apostrophe and those that aren’t. Remember to read the tones.

nai dark yavi hole
na'a early ya'vi market
yaa white sama change
ya'a chile sa'mi clothes
fiuu town tivi blow
fiu'u fire ti'vi sweep
vee heavy uva bitter
ve'e house u'va salty

12



Lesson 3

Of the list of Mixtec words, choose the one that means the same

as the English word and write it on the line:

fire fiu'u ve'e
woman ka'yu
footh ii
plate u'vi
paint fiu'u
raw fiu'd
sweep ko'6
house fia'4
difficult nu'u
soil, dirt ti'vi

13



Lesson 3

Let’s see how you did!

fire nu'u
woman fia'a
tooth nyu
plate ko'6
paint ka'yu
raw I
sweep ti'vi
house ve'e
difficult uvi
soil, dirt fu'a

14




Lesson 3

Read the following sentences in Mixtec. Of the two words found
below each line, choose the one that correctly completes the sentence and

write it on the line.

Elisabét ve'e-na.

(Tivi, Ti'vi)

Chikaa Maria nud mesa.
(ko6, ko'6)

Sakana ra lo'o nud kiti sana tata Beto.

(yud, yu't)

15



Lesson 3

Let’s see how you did!

Va'a xa'ni tata Miguel isu.

Ti'vi Elisabét ve'e-na.

Chikaa Maria ko'

Sakana ra lo'o yud nuu kiti sana tata Beto.

16



Read this story:

Chéle kui'a

Chéle kud'a sana ndna Maria t4 na'a
kana-ri. Ra fia ikdn kiini-na ka'ni-na-ri, ra

chikaa-na minu sata-ri.

In the story that you just read, there are four words that are
written with the apostrophe. Find them and write them on the lines

below.

Lesson 3

17



Lesson 4

In this lesson we will learn about the combination nd.

Read these words:

nda'a

e
7 -~.\\~
ST
TS
SR

AAAAAAA

ndixi

o' nduchi

18



Read these words that start with nd:

Lesson 4

nd4'vi poor, proletariat ndaa true
ndiké return ndi'i all
ndé'yu shout ndaytd rough
ndava Jjump ndi'vi smooth
ndiko grind ndu'd fat
ndi'i pink ndikachi sheep
Now read these words that have nd in the middle:
kandita leap tinduyd fig-leaf gourd
chinda'g push ndandoo erase
tindo'o pitcher, jug kundiso carry
kandee bend down sandaa put something up
lando vain, show off kundatu wait
sandafit'u lose ndandéso forget

19




Lesson 4

Choose the Mixtec word that has the same meaning as the English word
and write it on the line. Check pages 18 and 19 if you get stuck!

egg ndjvi ndava

brick nddyo'o
Jump ndi'vi
pink ndivi
frog ndika
smooth tindo'o
carry ndo'o
banana ndi'i
fodder or pasture kundiso
pitcher kéndo

20



Lesson 4

Read this story:

Iin k6nd6 nd4'vi

Iyo iin kéndé nda'vi ndava-ri nda'd itu. Ra

ndo'o-ri tundd'6, nita'nu nda'4-ri.

Suu vichin takué'e xini-ri, ra ndanddso ndi'i-ri

fia ndo'o-ri.

In the story you just read, there are ten words that are written
with the combination nd. Find them and write six of them on the lines

below.

21



Lesson 5

This lesson is all about the letter k. In Mixtec we use the letter k much
more than in English. That’s why we’re going to look at words in Mixtec that
start with k or are written with k in the middle. Many of these words are ones

we’ve already seen in previous lessons.

iki ndika tikuva

22



Lesson 5

Of the list of Mixtec words, choose the one that means the same
thing as the word in English and write it on the line:

burn kayu ndika
sheep ka'yu
bone viko
cloud kivi
paint kayu
animal ki
banana ko'6
day ndikachi
plate laki
name kiti

23



Lesson 5

Let’s see how you did!

burn
sheep
bone
cloud
paint
animal
banana
day
plate

name

kayu

ndikachi

laki

viko

ka'yu

kiti

ndika

kivi a kit

ko'6

kivi a kit

24

ndika
ka'yu
viko
kivi
kayu
kif
ko'6
ndikachi

laki

kiti




Lesson 5

Read this story:

Kuachi xi'in iin iki

Iin ichi ndakava iin iki kot0 tata Juan. Ra
niki'vi-iia ko'6 kolo. Ra ikdn ndukue'e-ri, ra kani-ri-ra

tata Juan. Suu kokd-ri iki kotd-ra chi nuni ka'dn-ri kii-fia.

In the story that you just read, there are several words that are
written with the letter k. Find six of them and write them on the lines

below.

25



Lesson 6

In this lesson we’ll learn about the letter x. The xis pronounced like
the sh in English. Read the following words:

xatu xiy6 Xa

Xiyo xd'a xik6'6

Draw a circle around the words that are written the same except for the tones.

(There are two pairs.)

26



The letter X can be in the beginning of a word or in the middle

following words that are written with an x:

Lesson 6

. Read the

xa'nu Srows xi'f
xini head vaxi
xako opossom tikuxi
xiko scent vixi
xe'é ring vixi
xi'na first xixi

mushroom

on one’s way
caterpillar
sweet
pineapple

aunt

Write the word in Mixtec that means the same as the English word:

vixi

pineapple

cot or small bed

caterpillar

foot

skirt

hominy

opossum

Zrows

27



Lesson 6

Read the following sentences in Mixtec. Of the two words found
below each line, choose the one that correctly completes the sentence and

write it on the line.

Alejandra xika ya'vi xi'in kolo sana-fia.

(Xixi, Xixi)

Tax4'a Elena nud -4 xi'in xixi-n4.

(xito, xito)

Xinind'u-na ta ndiko-na.

(xiy0, xiyo)

cha fia xaxi na vali.
(Xatu, Xatu)

28



Lesson 6

Read this story:

Va'a xixi xito xi'in xixi Lupe

Ndi'i kif xixi xito xi'in xixi Lupe leso, ti x4'ni-ra yukd,

ra chikaa-na xi'{ satd-ri.

Ra xixi Lupe nddkoo-fid lo'o xa'a fia ndiko-fid xit4 i'ni

nud xiy6 kuxi-fid xi'in xito Lupe.

In the story you just read, there are several words that are
written with the letter X. Find them and write six of them on the lines

below.

29



Lesson 6

Let’s see how you did on the exercise on page 28!

Xixi Alejandra xika ya'vi xi'in kolo sana-na.
(Xixi, Xixi)

Tax4'a Elena nud xito __ -na x{'in xixi-na.

(xito, xito)

Xinifid'u-na xiy6 ta ndiko-fia.

(xiy0, xiyo)

___ Xatu cha na xaxi na vali.
(Xatu, Xatu)

30



Lesson 7

In this lesson we are going to study how we write two different
vowels together. In Mixtec there are many words like this. In these
cases, the second vowel is always the one on which we mark the tone.

Look at these examples:




Lesson 7

Read these other examples:

kundiutia baptize

kuiya year

kui'a red

tiafiu crowded, narrow
ndakatia wash

ndia'mi radish

vi'ndia
tiaka

tiutia

prickly-pear cactus
fish

porridge

salsa

liquid

rich

From the list above, choose the Mixtec word that goes with each

picture and write it on the line.

32




Lesson 7

Read the following sentences in Mixtec. Of the two words found

below each line, choose the one that correctly completes the sentence and

write it on the line.

Ndasaa nana Maurilio chi chichi-ra

se'e-nia xi'in

(ndia'yu, nda'yu)

W

i Va'a tutdn vali yo6'o.

’%\%@5 (kudyu, kdyu)

Nduvi vali yé'o.

(itia, ita)

33



Lesson 7

Let’s see how you did!

Ndasaa nana Maurilio chi chichi ra
se'e-nd xi'in ndia'yu .

(ndia'yu, ndd'yu)

Nduvi cha ita vali yé'o.
(itia, ita)

34



Lesson 7

Read this story:
Iin yakuin xi'in iin tioké ku4i'a
[yo iin itia kd'nu va'a. Ra ikén nixaa yakuin ndakatia-
ri tie'é sata-ri.

Suu ikan tu nixaa tioko kud'a va kuchi-ri chi ti
kundia'yu kad-ri. Ra ndukué'e xini yakuin, ra kiini-ri ko'ni-

ri sukin tioké kua'a.

Suu tava tioké kud'a vika-ri, ra i'in-ri tie'é satd yakuin.

Ra nduvéd'a ini yakuin xi'in-ri.

In the story you just read, there are several words that are
written with two different vowels together. Find six and write them on

the lines below.

35



Lesson 8

In this lesson we will learn about the hyphen ( - ). When we refer
to people or things, we use short words that are called pronouns. When
we use pronouns, we connect them with the previous word using a

hyphen. The pronouns in Mixtec are:

-Nia, -a things -i, -yu I
-na her -un you
-ra him -yo all of us
-ra liquids -ndi, -ndu us
-na them -ndo you all
-na them (feminine) -tu, -tun wooden things
machines
-ndia them -1i, -ti animals, fruits
(masculine) round things

When we use these pronouns, we connect them to the previous word
with a hyphen. Some of these pronouns are pronounced with a high or low
tone that isn’t marked. We only mark tone on pronouns when we need to

distinguish between two different pronouns.

36



Look at these examples:

Lesson 8

English Mixtec he or his  she orher you oryour [ or my
word word
festival viko viké-ra viko6-ia viké-un viko-i
feather tumi tumi-ra tumi-ia  tumi-un tumi-i
is saying kachi | kachi-ra Kkachi-na kachi-un kachi-i
is smiling xaku xaku-ra xaku-ia  xaku-un xaku-yu

Note about the (-i): Often the pronoun ‘-i’ is only indicated by lowering the last tone in
the word. Although we don’t pronounce the ‘-i’ in this case, we write it anyway to clearly
indicate this pronoun.

Sometimes we say ‘-yu’ instead of ‘-i’.

pronounce it.

In this case we write ‘-yu’, in the same way we

English Mixtec we or our of an :
we or our : they or their
word word (all of us) animal
mother nana | nana-ndi nana-yo nana-ri nana-na
back sata sata-ndu  sata-yo sata-ri sata-na
isleaving | kana | kana-ndi kana-yo kana-ri kana-na
is whistling | tata | tuti-ndu  tuta-yo tatu-ri tatu-na

37




Lesson 8

Write these words using the hyphen (-). For each line there is an object

and someone to whom the object belongs. Follow the example:

=
N

tiku-

38



Lesson 8

Sometimes we can connect two pronouns to one word. For example,

Sakana ra lo'o pelota nda'a iinka-ra can be written: Sdkana-ra-ri nda'a iinka-ra.

Read the following sentences in Mixtec. Of the two
words found below the line, choose the one that correctly

completes the sentence and write it on the line.

tika.

Taxi iin tutu nda'a

(-ndi, -ra) (-ha, -fid)

Ndatd'un uni ra vali, ra ndikue'e

iin xi'in iinka

(-ra, -fia) (-ra, -rd)

Tiin iin tikuaa nani xito'ni if

fid, -i) (-ndo, -fi4)(-ri, -tu)

39



Let’s see how you did on the exercise on page 38!

Lesson 8

e

u

I

t

sata-ra
na

tumi-ri
-na

itu-
ita

40



Lesson 8

Read this story:

Tia Ndulaa

Xina'a xitidku iin tiaa ra xinani Ndulda sai
nika'an-na xi'in-ra chi kua'a

né'a fia'a xixi-ra.

Mii ra Ndulaa ikan
xixi-ra uvi makila xita, ra
uni kisi nduchi, ra uvi yoo
tikuii ndi'i kif. Suu va'a tavi

kachinu-ra ndaku va'a-ra.

Na'a x4si ini-ra iin
makila xitd, xix4'fiu-ra iinka
makila xita, ra xixini-ra

iinka sava makila.

In the story you just read, there are several words that use the

hyphen. Find them and write six of them on the lines below.

41



Lesson 8

Write a sentence or two in Mixtec that describes what the people

are doing in each drawing.

42



Lesson 9

In this lesson we will learn about nasalization. When a Mixtec word is

pronounced by passing air through the nose, we write an n at the end. Read the

following examples:

43



Lesson 9

ikin squash tiaan tomorrow
iki button tiaa man
vixin warm kud'an go!

vixi sweet kud'a red

tutn wood iin salt

tutd whistle if delicate
x4'an smells/goes tatdn medicine
x4'a hominy tata father, sir

Write the Mixtec on the the line that corresponds to the word in English,

following the example. You can find all of these words in this lesson.

xitin
nose

tiger

turkey

casserole dish

totopo

neck

manila tamarind

armadillo

44



Lesson 9

Read the following sentences in Mixtec. Of the words found

below each line, choose the one that correctly completes the sentence

and write it below the line.

. @i._,_;f/“ //
o\ WA\ —
==
== =
-—-‘{ﬁa

Katan tata xd'nu-un kua'a

na vali skuéla ndi'i kii.

(Xa'an, Xa'a)

Iyo komi kotd-ra.
(ikin, iki)

TAaxi-na nda'a na lo'o.
(tatan, tata)

X4xi ndiva'a ndna

45



Lesson 9

Let’s see how you did!

=
e
:\;E'Z

==
— = é

PR~
S e\

(tutdn, tutu)

X4'an na vali skuéla nd'i kii.
(Xa'an, Xa'a)

Iyo komi iki kotd-ra.
(ikin, iki)

tatin _ nda'd fid lo'o.
(tatén, tata)

=t
O\

Taxi-
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Lesson 9

Read this story:

Tin kuiin kd'vi

lin kif nixaa iin kuiin nuud ra vetatan
ndaku-ri tatdn. Chi ta nixa'an-ri xa'a tutin ta

nikava sukun-ri.

—iKud'an! Ta kixi-un tiaan —kachi ra

vetatan xi'in-ri.
Ta kixa4-ri tatd-ri, ta ndaki'in-ri kua'an-ri

ve'e-ri.

In the story that you just read, there are many words that have

an n at the end. Find them and write six of them on the lines below.

47



Lesson 10

We’re going to study the use of the circumflex (*) and the caron (V).
Usually in Mixtec each vowel has only one tone, but sometimes there are vowels
that have two tones. The circumflex (*) is used when the tone falls, like in the

word kini ‘pig’. The caron (V) is used when the tone rises, like in the word tina

‘dog’. Look at these examples:

yOso tind66
fyi'u  is afraid ni'i receives
vasd  upriver kani long (one)
xiko  sell kuddn  single
tixa  pine xi'in dripping

48



Lesson 10

We also use the caron when we want to show that something happened
in the past. In the following examples you can see some words that are written

with two tones on one vowel.

Ndakava-ra yuk.
He fell down the hill

Ndakaya kua'd na yuvi ve'e-na. Sanddo-ra ndo'6-ra.
A lot of people gathered at their house. He left his basket.

49



Lesson 10

Read the following sentences in Mixtec. Of the words that you

find below each line, choose the one that correctly completes the sentence

and write it on the line.

Xaxi uru

(chikii, chiki)

ndika'nu kujya xaa.

(YOso, Yoso)

50



Lesson 10

Read this story:

Kini iin tindd6 fia'a sani'i-ri ndna-ri

Iyo iin tindd6 kuéén, ra ve'e-ri kid xa'a

vi'ndia, ra na ikan ki'in-ri kua'an-ri.

Ra ik4n ndani'i-ri iin
td tichi ta x{'in tichi. Ra
nixa'an-ri ya'vi xiko-ri mii
tichi ikan, ra na kana
xU'un-ri kuiin-ri iin fa'a

sani'i-ri nana-ri.

In the story that you just read, there are several words that are
written with circumflexes and carons. Find them and write six of them

on the lines below.
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Lesson 11

In this lesson we will study how we
write the tones that indicate the negative
form. When we write the negative form, we
use the umlaut () over the first vowel in the

word.

When we want to say in Mixtec that something is good or that

something is not good, we just change the tones of the word: va'a ‘good’

and vd'a ‘not good’.

Look at these other examples:

xatu spicy xini knows

xétu not spicy Xini doesn’t know

u'vi difficult k(ni wants

ii'vi not difficult kokOni doesn’t want

vee heavy kixi rusting or molding
vée not heavy kokhxi not rusting or molding
kue'e fierce/strict katéo likes

kué'e not fierce/strict kokdatéo  doesn’t like

Some negative words start with ko, like the last three examples.

52




Lesson 11

Read the following sentences. Draw a line from each sentence to

the picture that the sentence describes, as shown in the example.

Ki'in-ra ndik4 iinka-ra.

Ké4chi ndna 114 lo'o fia nd kuiku-ii4.

Kokini-ra na chikaa-na yuchi tika xini-ra.

Kokini-ni4 chindieé t4'dn-ra xi'in-fia.

Kué'e tita-ra, suu koklini-ra ra xtixan kuu se'e-ra.

53



Lesson 11

Read each sentence in Mixtec. On each line write the same

sentence, but in negative form. Follow the example:

Va'a sdna'a-ra mastro.

Va'a sana'a-ra mastro.

Xatu ya'a kuii.

Yasin fia xixi-yo yé'o.

Kiini-na kuaku-na.
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Lesson 11

To indicate the negative in the past, we write koni at the

beginning of the word. Read these examples:

nika'an spoke kuvi was able
konika'an did not speak konikuvi was not able
nduvi'a healed taxi gave
koninduva'a did not heal konitaxi did not give
Xixi ate xaku cried
konixixi did not eat konixaku did not cry

Read the following sentences in Mixtec. Of the two words found
below each line, choose the one that correctly completes the sentence and

write it on the line.

Kama xinu-ra nui-na chi -ra xa'4-ri.

(cha'vi, k6nicha'vi)

N4 lo'o ki'in-n4 fufq.

(konikuvi, kuvi)

55




Lesson 11

Write two or three sentences in Mixtec about what happened or didn’t
happen in each of the pictures. Include words that have two tones in the same
vowel (a circumflex or a caron), like you saw in the previous lesson, or a

negative word (with an umlaut).
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Lesson 12

In this lesson we will learn when we should double a vowel in Mixtec.
Often we write a double vowel when each vowel has a different tone. Read

these examples:

tiutn ndoo tinandoo
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Lesson 12

We also write double vowels when we stretch out the sound of the

vowel as we pronounce it, like in the word: fiuu ‘town’. Look at these

examples:

saa iin iin
yaa ash kaa over there
kaa metal chindieé help
koo to be takaa hung
iin nine kavanuu mix
ndida black tiaan tomorrow
siin different kandee bend down
yaa white ndii dead
kuiin buy yoo? who?
tiin grab nd4a? where/which?
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Lesson 12

Write the Mixtec word that means the same as the word in English:

palm turkey
orange snake
man moon
cane bird

Read the following sentences in Mixtec. Of the two words found
below each line, choose the one that correctly completes the sentence and

write it on the line.

Chinaud-ra tutdin sata uru sana-ra,

suu -tu.

(ve'e, vee)

Kue'e ki'in-ra xi'in iin itdn.

Kuénda koo-un! I'ni cha yé'o.

(fiu'u, fiud)
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Lesson 12

Read this story:

Iin tiaa xi'in iin ko6

Iin kif kana iin ra tiaa ndukun-ra tinandoo xa nuu kuau-a.
Ra fnuu yo6 ra ikan nixaa-ra xa'a iin td fud, ra konindani'i-ra

tinandoo.

Ra ikan takaa iin koo ta xinu-ra

kua'an-ra ra nda'yu-ra:
—Chindieé-ndo yu'u —kachi-ra.
Ra ndakuiin-na kéchi-na:
—Yo00? Ndaa? —kachi-na.
—Kada iyo iin ko6 —kachi-ra.

Ra ikdn ndaki'in-ra kua'an-ra ve'e-ra.

In the story that you just read, there are several words that are
written with double vowels. Find them and write six of them on the

lines below.
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Lesson 12

Write your own story in Mixtec about what is happening in the picture.

Give your story a title, too.
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Crossword Puzzles

Crossword Puzzles

This section of the book has crossword puzzles for you to enjoy
while you practice writing words in Mixtec. When you are done with a

puzzle you can check your answers in the back of the book.
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Crossword Puzzles

Solve this crossword puzzle using the Mixtec words from Lesson 3

that are written with the apostrophe (‘). Don’t forget to write the tones!

Puzzle #2
3 4
5
6
wla | ' a
7
8
Across Down
1. Place where we go to buy fruit. 2. What we live in.
4. Abed of this is where plants grow. 3.  What we do with a broom.
5. We should brush these to stay healthy. 4. What heats the stove.
6. Ifthe mole isn’t very watery, it's __. 5. Inthe first hours of the morning we
say thatitis__.
7. For talking, eating, singing, and
whistling. 7. What we put in salsa to make it spicy.
8. What we wear.
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Crossword Puzzles

Solve this crossword puzzle using the Mixtec words from Lesson 4
that are written with the letter combination nd. Don’t forget to write the
tones and the apostrophe (')!

1 2
3 4
5 6
7
8
Puzzle #3
Across: Down:

1. White, round things that chickens lay. 1. When one isn’t rich, one is

4. A person who is a show-off is . The color of some flowers.

2
5. What we cut in the corn fields and feed 3. We keep water or juice in this container.
to our animals. 6

. What we do every morning so that we can

6. When a person isn’t thin, we say he is eat our tortillas.
' 7. What people do when they are in danger
7. Animal from which we get wool. and they want someone to hear them.
8. Houses made of these stay cool in the 8. Something that we eat from the corn fields
day and warm at night. before they dry.
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Crossword Puzzles

Solve this crossword puzzle using the Mixtec words from Lesson 5
that are written with the letter K Don’t forget to write the tones and the

apostrophe (')!
1 2
3 4
5
6
7 8 9
10
11
Puzzle #4
Across: Down:

5. Animal from which we get wool.

6. Longanimal, sometimes venomous,
that lives in the wild.

7. Atype of closure for clothing that is
round.

9. What we do to the field before
planting again.

11. Something that lasts 24 hours.

1.

10.
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A fruit that has many varieties but is
usually yellow.

To eat our food we putitina

They aren’t plants and they aren’t
minerals.

A little animal that flies and has many
different colors (smaller than a bird).

What we do to a house so it will be a new
color.

Something our parents give us that people
use to call us.

These are what give our body its
structure.



Crossword Puzzles

Solve this crossword puzzle using the Mixtec words from Lesson 6
that are written with the letter x. Don’t forget to write the tones and the
apostrophe (')!

1
Puzzle #5
2
3
4
5 6
7
Across: Down:
1. Clothing that women wear. 1. What children do to become adults.
2. Something we can wear on a finger. 3. Something we eat every day.
3. Something we wear if we aren’t wearing 4. When he is on his way here we say
a skirt. “ -ra.”

4. How popsicles taste. 6. Something that we eat that grows in

wet, leafy ground.

b

A little animal that grows to become a
butterfly.

7. She is married to your uncle.
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Crossword Puzzles

Solve this crossword puzzle using the Mixtec words from Lesson 7
that are written with double vowels. Don’t forget to write the tones and

the apostrophe (')!

Puzzle #6 10

11

Across:

Down:

1.

8.

Something that we sit on.

. A plastic container.

3
4.,
7

A hot drink that we make with corn or rice.

. A crunchy root; white on the inside and pink or

red on the outside.

Rich people are na

10. How we refer to a body of flowing water.

11. When it rains, the ground turns to
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2. A mammal with a shell.

3. This feathered friend lays eggs for
us to eat.

5. A spicy sauce that we eat with
many foods.

6. An animal that lives in the river.

9. Something that lasts 12 months.



Crossword Puzzles

Solve this crossword puzzle using the Mixtec words from Lesson 9.
Some will require the n at the end. Don’t forget to write the tones and the
apostrophe (')!

Puzzle #7
1
2
3 4 5
6
7 8 9
10
11
12
13
Across: Down:
2. Clothes could have a zipper or this. 1. Pitroasted meat.
4. Icould sing or I could 3. Nottoo hot, not too cold.
6. How popsicles taste. 5. Potthat we use to cook mole.
7. A wooden box. 8. Ifoneisn’tawoman, oneis a
11. A mammal with a shell. 9. Abig, round vegetable that grows on

curly vines.
12. The day after today.
10. What we burn so that we can toast
13. What connects the head with the body. tortillas or roast marshmallows.
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Crossword Puzzles

Solve this crossword puzzle using the Mixtec words from Lesson
12 that are written with double vowels. Don’t forget to write the tones

and the apostrophe (')!

2
Puzzle #8
3
4
5
6
7 8
9
Across: Down:
3. Something that lights the sky at 1. A long animal, sometimes venomous, that
night. lives in the wild.
4. Animal that flies. 2. The opposite of black.
5. Eggs taste delicious when cooked 3. This is left after something is burned up.

with this green.

6. Leaves that are used to weave mats.

7. The opposite of white.

9. This fierce cat can climb trees
quickly.

. What we have to take off of the tomatillos in

order to eat them.

. This bird is larger than a chicken.

. The first number.
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Lesson 13

Lesson 13

In this lesson we will talk about things that will be, things that are
happening, and things that already happened. We’ve written this lesson
so that we can better understand how the grammar of our language

works. This way we will better know how to write our language.
Tutu y6'o kd'an xa'a fia koo-yo, xi'in fia iyo-yo vichin xi'in fia nixiyo-

yo ta ndi'i. Ra tiaa-ndi tutu y6'o xa'a fia nd kundaa ini-yo naxa kuu tu'un-

yo. Saa kutu'va-yo naxa tida-yo tu'un-yo.
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Lesson 13

Ndakava-ra.

Sl X

Ndakava-ra.
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Xindu'u-na.
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Lesson 13
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Lesson 13

Ndaki'in-fia ndivi.
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Lesson 13

Ndakatia-na sa'ma.
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Lesson 13

Ti'vi-fi4.
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Lesson 13
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Chi'i-ra nuni.
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Lesson 13

Kusiki-na.

Sasiki-na.

Sasiki-na.
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Lesson 13

s kun.

-fa xi

Kunu

kun.

-fa xi

Kunu
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Lesson 13

Ndakasi-un-fia tu'un fia va'a ndakani na-e
kuu-a ndé'o ini na'na.

m<®

Ndakava-ra. Ndakava -ra. Ndakava-ra.

Ndaki'in-na ndivi.
Ndaki'in-fia ndivi.

Ndaki'in-fia ndivi.

Tiaa-ra.
Tiaa-ra.

Tiaa-ra.
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Lesson 13

Ndakatia-fia sa'ma. Ndakatia-fia sa'ma.

Ndakatia-iia sa'ma.

Chi'i-ra nuni.
Chi'i-ra nuni.

Chi'i-ra nuni.
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English translation:

He is going to fall.
He is falling.
He fell.

She is going to sit.
She is sitting.
She sat.

He is going to sleep.
He is sleeping.
He slept.

She is going to pick up the egg.
She is picking up the egg.
She picked up the egg.

He is going to write.
He is writing.
He wrote.

She is going to wash the clothes.

She is washing the clothes.
She washed the clothes.

She is going to sweep.
She is sweeping.
She swept.

He is going to plant corn.
He is planting corn.
He planted corn.

They are going to play.
They are playing.
They played.

She is going to weave a tunic.
She is weaving a tunic.
She wove a tunic.

He is going to to carry a grinding stone.

He is carrying a grinding stone.
He carried a grinding stone.
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Answers Section

Answers

This section of the book has answers to all of the puzzles.

First try to solve the crossword puzzles without looking at
the answers. You can ask other Mixtec people for help. If you want
to check your answers, read on! But remember, you will learn more
if you try to solve the puzzles first without looking at the answers.
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Answers Section

Puzzle #1 Puzzle #2

Across: Down: Across: Down:
2.TIKA 1.SAA 1.YA'VI 2.VE'E
4.1SU 2.TUTU 4.NU'U 3.TI'VI
5.LEKA 3.KAMA 5.NU'U 4.NU'U
8.1TU 4. 1TA 6.NA'MA 5. NA'A
9.NANI 5.LESO 7.YU'U 7.YA'A
6.KINI 8.SA'MA
7.KUNI
Puzzle #3
Across: Down:
1.NDIVI 1.NDA'VI
4.LANDO 2.NDI'I
5.NDAYOQ'O 3.TINDOQ'O
6.NDU'U 6.NDIKO

7.NDIKACHI 7.NDA'YU
8&.NDO'O 8.NDIXI
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Answers Section

Puzzle #4 Puzzle #5
Across: Down: Across: Down:
5. NDIKACHI 1.NDIKA 1.XIYO 1.XA'NU
6.K0O 2.K0'0 2.XE'E 3.XITA
7.1KI 3.KITI 3.XATU 4. VAXI
9.KAYU 4. TIKUVA 4.VIXI 6. X1"I
11.K 11 8.KA'YU 5. TIKUXI

9.KIVI 7.X1XI
10.LAKI
Puzzle #6
Across: Down:
1.TIAYU 2.YAKUIN
3.NDIAKA 3.NDIUXI
4. TIUTIA 5. TIA'A
7Z.NDIA'MI 6. TIAKA
8.KUIKA 9.KUIYA
10.ITIA

11.NDIA'YU
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Answers Section

Puzzle #7

Across: Down:

2.1KI 1.XITUN

4. TUTU 3.VIXIN

6.VIXI 5.TIXA'AN

7.XATUN 8.TIAA

11.YAKUIN 9.IKIN

12.TIAAN 9.KIVI

13.SUKUN 10.TUTUN

Puzzle #8

Across: Down:
3.Y0O0 1.K00
4.SAA 2.YAA
5. TINANDOO 3.YAA
6.NUU 4.500
7.NDIAA 5. TIUUN
9.KUIIN 8.1IN
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